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ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

Welcome in the name of Christ!  
We rejoice that you have joined us this morning!! 

**************************************************************** 
 

 

When I am converted by the Gospel, the Holy Spirit is present. He takes me as clay and makes 
of me a new creature, which is endowed with a different mind, heart, and thoughts, that is,  
with a true knowledge of God and a  sincere trust in His grace.- Martin Luther - Sermon on 
John 15. 
 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
The love of Christ is evidenced in the way we live our lives. Nothing good can be 
done apart from God. It is the Spirit of God that leads us into opportunities to share 
this love, as is evidenced by the way in which Philip was led to meet the Ethiopian 
eunuch and explain the Good News to him. It is God’s desire that all people would 
come to know him and be a part of the true vine that is the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 
 
 
PRELUDE    “Lord of Love Unfailing ”  
                          Arr. Ellen Jane Lorenz 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
* indicates when the congregation is to stand.  Anyone wishing to remain 
seated may do so during any part of the liturgy. 
Acknowledgements 
Liturgical text and music reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship © 1978.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license SB158969.  All rights reserved. 
Communion liturgical text and music reprinted by permission from ‘A Little Book of Canons’ by Rod L. Ronneberg, STS, © 1997 and © 2010, American Lutheran 
Publicity Bureau.  All rights reserved. 
Prayers used by permission from ‘Prayers of the People’ by Richard F. Bansemer, © 2013, American Lutheran Publicity Bureau.  All rights reserved. 
Scripture, creeds and lectionary reprinted by permission as Sola Online Worship eResource Site subscriber, Sola Publishing © 2019.  All rights reserved.  

 
 Live-streaming continues at both the 8:00 am and 10:30 am worship services.  If you would 
prefer not to be filmed when you come forward for communion, remain in the pew and 
communion will be delivered to you. 

 
 
      
.  
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* BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P    In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C    Amen. 

P    Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C    Amen. 

P    If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 

P    Most merciful God, 

C    we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 

in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

P    In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and 

for his sake God forgives you all your sins.  To those who believe in 

Jesus Christ he gives the  power to become the children of God and 

bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

C    Amen. 
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*ENTRANCE HYMN    ELW 377 - “Alleluia!  Jesus is Risen”  
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*GREETING 
 
P    Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C    He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
P    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C    And also with you. 
 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE  ( I Women, II Men) 
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*SALUTATION 

 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

P  O God, you make the minds of the faithful to be of one will. Grant that 
 your people would love what you command and desire what you promise, 
 that, among the manifold changes of this world, our hearts may be fixed 
 where true joys are to be found; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
 forever.  
 
C Amen. 

(Gelasian Sacramentary, 7th Century) 

 

 

ANTHEM  10:30am -  “Surely, the Presence of the Lord is in this Place” 

                                             Words/Music Lanny Wolfe; Arr. by Jack Schrader                      
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GOD SPEAKS TO HIS PEOPLE 

     

First Reading:          Acts 8:26-40 

A reading from Acts  

26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the 
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27And 
he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of 
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He 
had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning, seated in his chariot, 
and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go 
over and join this chariot.” 30So Philip ran to him and heard him reading 
Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 
31And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited 
Philip to come up and sit with him. 32Now the passage of the Scripture that 
he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a 
lamb before its shearer is silent, so he opens not his mouth. 33In his 
humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his 
life is taken away from the earth.” 34And the eunuch said to Philip, “About 
whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone 
else?” 35Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he 
told him the good news about Jesus. 36And as they were going along the road 
they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What 
prevents me from being baptized?” 38And he commanded the chariot to stop, 
and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he 
baptized him. 39And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the 
Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his 
way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through 
he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

  

Lesson Response  L   The Word of the Lord. 

     C   Thanks be to God 
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Psalm 150  

1Hallelujah! Praise God in his | holy temple;* 
 praise him in the firmament | of his power. 
2Praise him for his | mighty acts;* 
 praise him for his ex- | cellent greatness. 
3Praise him with the blast | of the ram’s horn;* 
 praise him with | lyre and harp. 
4Praise him with tim- | brel and dance;* 
 praise him with | strings and pipe. 
5Praise him with re- | sounding cymbals;* 
 praise him with loud | clanging cymbals. 
6Let everything | that has breath* 
 praise the LORD. | Hallelujah! 

 

SECOND READING              1 John 4:1-11 [12-21] 

A reading from 1 John 

1Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they 
are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2By this 
you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has 
come in the flesh is from God, 3and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is 
not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming 
and now is in the world already. 4Little children, you are from God and have 
overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 
5They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world 
listens to them. 6We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; 
whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of 
truth and the spirit of error. 7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from 
God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who 
does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9In this the love of 
God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, 
so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we have loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  
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11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. [12No one 
has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is 
perfected in us. 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because 
he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and testify that the Father 
has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15Whoever confesses that Jesus 
is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16So we have come to 
know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever 
abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 17By this is love 
perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, 
because as he is so also are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but 
perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever 
fears has not been perfected in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20If 
anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does 
not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not 
seen. 21And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must 
also love his brother.] 

 

*Lesson Response   L    The Word of the Lord. 

     C    Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
*VERSE 
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*THE HOLY GOSPEL                                             John 15:1-8                  

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 

 
 

 

 

 

1{Jesus said,} “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2Every 
branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that 
does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3Already you are clean 
because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me, and I in you. As 
the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can 
you, unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever 
abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me 
you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like 
a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, 
and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever 
you wish, and it will be done for you. 8By this my Father is glorified, that you 
bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.” 

 
 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY   LBW 315 -  “Lov Divine, All Loves Excelling”  
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*NICENE CREED 

C We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth, 

      of all that is, seen and unseen. 

        We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

         the only Son of God, 

         eternally begotten of the Father, 

         God from God, Light from Light, 

         true God from true God, 

         begotten, not made, 

         of one Being with the Father. 

         Through him all things were made. 

         For us and for our salvation 

         he came down from heaven; 

         by the power of the Holy Spirit 

         he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

         For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

         he suffered death and was buried. 

         On the third day he rose again 

         in accordance with the Scriptures; 

         he ascended into heaven 

         and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

         He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

         and his kingdom will have no end. 

        We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

      who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

      With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

      He has spoken through the prophets. 

      We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

      We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

      We look for the resurrection of the    dead, 

         and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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*THE PRAYERS 

A Let us pray… (The assisting minister ends each petition with “Set our 

minds on heavenly things.”  The congregation responds with “Fill us with 

your joy.”) 

P Into your hands, Father, we commend all for whom we  pray, trusting 
in your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 

*PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you.  (Worshippers, please respect the social-distancing 

 preferences of those who remain seated during the sharing of the peace.) 

 
 

OFFERING    

 

OFFERTORY     8:00 am – “Prayer” by Rebecca Rowland  

 

SPECIAL MUSIC             10:30am – “God Delights in You” – Monica Brown 

                                     Faith Kerchner - Solo 
                     

 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

A Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our 

selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  

Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen  

 



15 

 

 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P It is indeed right and salutary... we praise your name and join   

their unending hymn: 

 
*SANCTUS 
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  

 In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, that all those  
  who believe in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 

 We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us  
  through Jesus Christ. 

 Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts and upon these gifts of  
bread and wine, that we may receive our Lord with a living  
faith as he comes to us in his holy supper. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

P In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, 

 And gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray, saying: 

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
*AGNUS DEI 
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

P This is the feast of victory for our God!  Christ is Risen! 

C He is Risen indeed!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

As Lutheran Christians, we believe Christ is truly present within our gathering, and 
the taking of bread and wine is for forgiveness, life and salvation. On behalf of Christ, 
we invite all who are baptized and believe in Jesus Christ to join us in His Holy 
Supper.  Children who have not made their first communion may be brought forward 
to the Altar for a blessing. If you are allergic to bread or wine, you may fully 
participate by taking either one or the other. Gluten-free wafers are available upon 
request. Wine and white grape juice are offered in prefilled cups.   

 

Anyone not able to come forward to partake please notify an usher and 
Pastor will come to commune you.  
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN                        “Sweet Hour of Prayer” 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN                          ELW 592 - “Just As I Am” 
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*P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you  and keep 

you in his grace. 
C Amen 
 
 
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

A Let us pray. Father of life, we give you thanks for feeding us with the 
bread of heaven and the wine of sacrificial love of your Son, the Risen 
Christ.  As you send us into the world, guard us from the power of evil, 
keep us in unity with all your faithful people, and by your Spirit move 
us to testify to your grace in our words and deeds; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

C Amen 

 
 
*BLESSING 
 
P    The Lord bless you and keep you. 
       The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be  gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
 In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C   Amen 
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*DISMISSAL HYMN           LBW 221 – “Send Forth From God’s Blessing” 
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Extinguish Candles 
 
*DISMISSAL 

A Go in peace and share the Good News! 

C Christ is Risen!  Alleluia! 
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*POSTLUDE     “Come, Ye, You Faithful” 
                             “Raise the Strain (Arr: Thomas Keesecker) 
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